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April 25, 2016 

 

Mark Nordberg, GSA Project Manager 

mark.nordberg@water.ca.gov  

Senior Engineering Geologist 

California Department of Water Resources 

901 P Street, Room 213A 

P.O. Box 942836 

Sacramento, CA 94236 

 

Re: Notice of Decision to Serve as a Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency 

 

Omochumne-Hartnell Water District (“OHWD”) provides this 

notice of its decision to serve as the Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency (“GSA”) for those areas of the San Joaquin Valley 

Cosumnes Sub-Basin (DWR Bulletin 118 Basin No. 5-22.16) 

underlying its boundaries, pursuant to Water Code Section 

10723.2. This area is identified in Exhibit A.  

 

OHWD is a California Water District formed and operating under 

the provisions of the California Water District Law (California 

Water Code Section 34000, and following), and it has the 

authority to exercise powers related to groundwater management.  

OHWD is located in Sacramento County, and it depends on the 

unadjudicated groundwater basins underlying its boundaries to 

help meet the water needs of its landowners. 

 

March 14, 2016, OHWD held a public hearing to consider its 

decision to serve as a GSA for the areas within its boundaries.  

Notice of this hearing was published in the Elk Grove Citizen, a 

paper of general circulation in the Cosumnes Sub-Basin, as 

provided by Water Code Section 10723(b) and Government Code 

Section 6066.  A copy of that notice is attached hereto as Exhibit 

B.  No negative comments were received prior to or at the 

hearing.  OHWD adopted Resolution No. 2015-2016-05, attached 

hereto as Exhibit C, following the hearing at its March 29, 2016 

Board of Directors Meeting.  OHWD has not adopted any other 

bylaws, regulations, or ordinances in its role as GSA at this time.  

 

OHWD has communicated with parties interested in the 

sustainable management of groundwater in the Basin, and will 

continue to solicit feedback from those parties as the plan is 

developed.  Pursuant to Water Code Section 10723.8(a)(4) 
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OHWD will consider the interests of all beneficial uses and users of groundwater, as well 

as those responsible for implementing Groundwater Sustainability Plans (“GSPs”).  

These interests include, but are not limited to, all of the following: 

 Holders of overlying groundwater rights: 

o Agricultural users: The portion of the Cosumnes Sub-Basin that OHWD 

overlies is composed almost entirely of agricultural users, most of whom 

have an existing relationship with the District.  OHWD will communicate 

with landowners to assure that they understand their on-going opportunity 

to participate in developing a GSP, or GSPs, in the Cosumnes Sub-Basin. 

o Domestic well owners: There are some domestic wells within the GSA, 

however, OHWD anticipates that many will fall under SGMA’s 

exclusions for de minimus extractors.  As with agricultural users, OHWD 

will communicate with these landowners to assure that they understand 

their on-going opportunity to participate in developing the GSP, or GSPs, 

for this area. 

 Municipal well operators: N/A.  There are no municipal well operators within the 

boundaries of the GSA.  OHWD will continue to communicate with and solicit 

feedback from the all neighboring municipal suppliers in the Cosumnes Sub-

Basin as it develops the GSP.  

 Public water systems: N/A.  There are no public water systems within the 

boundaries of the GSA. OHWD will continue to communicate with and solicit 

feedback from all neighboring public water systems in the Cosumnes Sub-Basin 

as it moves forward in developing the GSP.   

 Local land use planning agencies:  

o Sacramento County: The area that OHWD proposes to manage is entirely 

within Sacramento County.  OHWD provided notice of its intention to 

serve as a GSA to the County, has been involved in on-going discussions 

with County staff regarding that status, and will continue to communicate 

with and solicit feedback from the County and other land use stakeholders 

as the GSA develops the plan.  

 

o Other Water, Irrigation, and Reclamation Districts outside the GSA 

boundaries: OHWD provided courtesy notice of its intention to serve as a 

GSA to the other members of the Sacramento Central Groundwater 

Authority, including each of its member agencies, and to the other 

members of the Southeast Sacramento County Agricultural Water 

Authority.  Those entities include Galt Irrigation District, Clay Water 

District, Rancho Murieta Community Services District, the City of Elk 

Grove, the City of Folsom, the City of Rancho Cordova, the City of 

Sacramento, Sacramento County Water Agency, Florin Resource 

Conservation District, Elk Grove Water District, Sacramento County 
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Regional Sanitation District, Golden State Water Company, and 

California-American Water Company.  The County of San Joaquin and 

the North San Joaquin Water Conservation District have also posted notice 

of intent to become groundwater sustainability agencies for portions of the 

Cosumnes Sub-Basin that do not overlap with OHWD’s proposed GSA 

boundary.  OHWD will continue to communicate with and solicit 

feedback from these neighboring stakeholders as it develops the GSP.   

 

o Sloughhouse Resource Conservation District: Sloughhouse Resource 

Conservation District’s boundaries overlap with OHWDs, and the District 

has coordinated closely with SRCD in identifying GSAs for the region and 

in discussing future SGMA compliance for the area.  Prior to OHWD’s 

hearing on the GSA decision, SRCD and OHWD agreed that SRCD would 

defer on any GSA declaration for the OHWD area until OHWD had the 

opportunity to consider that election. These entities intend to continue 

coordinating to achieve SGMA compliance in their basins.   

 Environmental users of groundwater: There is some use of groundwater for 

waterfowl habitat and groundwater recharge.  The District has been talking with 

The Nature Conservancy which is an environmental user of water in the within 

the GSA boundaries on ways to work together on groundwater recharge projects 

that are environmental friendly.  

 Surface water users, if there is a hydrologic connection between surface and 

groundwater bodies: Surface water users in this region are primarily agricultural 

riparian users with an existing relationship to the District.  The District has 

coordinated closely with these users regarding both the GSA status and the 

potential for ongoing improvement of recharge within this area, and will continue 

to do so as it develops a GSP for the area.    

 The federal government, including, but not limited to, the military and managers 

of federal lands: N/A 

 California Native American tribes. N/A.  

 Disadvantaged communities, including, but not limited to, those served by private 

domestic wells or small community water systems: N/A.  

 Entities listed in Section 10927 that are monitoring and reporting groundwater 

elevations in all or a part of a groundwater basin managed by the GSA: SCGA 

and SSCAWA each have a groundwater management plan adopted under Water 

Code Sections 10750, et seq.  The GSA will continue to coordinate with both 

entities regarding those plans.   
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The District and other interest holders’ roles and responsibilities will be further defined in 

the plan.  The District’s staff welcomes feedback on and during this process from the 

state and any of the agencies or organizations listed here.  By this notification, the 

District has provided DWR with all applicable information in Water Code section 

10723.8(a).  Please contact me directly if the Department of Water Resources requires 

anything further prior to the acceptance of this notification of the District’s decision to 

serve as a GSA for the portion of its service area overlying the Cosumnes Sub-Basin. 

 Sincerely, 

 
Mike Wackman 

General Manager  
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EXHIBIT A 

GSA MAP 
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EXHIBIT B 

GSA Hearing Notice, Proof of Publication 
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EXHIBIT C 

OHWD Resolution No. 2015-2016-05 
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